"Age of Enlightennent” or "Age of Apocal ypse:"
Where are we? *

To paraphrase Charles Dickens, "This is the best of tines; and the
worst of tines.”

W are sinultaneously experiencing a new "Age of Enlightennent”
and an "Age of Apocal ypse," engaged in a race to discover if the
good deeds of enlightennent will trunp the forces of apocal ypse
or vice versa.

The Age of Apocal ypse: The Negatives at Work in the Wrld

Bill dinton declares that we are living in a world that 1is
"unequal, unstable and wunsustainable;" and, Larry King when
introducing him to his show, describes the world as "scary and
troubl ed. "

W worry about terrorism nuclear proliferation, genocides, arned
insurgencies and conflicts, forty-five dictators still in power,
poverty, disease, religious hatred and destruction of the
envi ronnent .

The case for apocal ypse i s nounting:

(1) The | anguage of apocal ypse. Christian fundanentalists predict
that the rapture is just over the horizon; and, a recent New York
Times Magazine article asks, "lIs there a Shiite wurge for
apocal ypse?"

U S. Under Secretary Armtage inforns the president of Pakistan
soon after 9/11 that if his country does not help fight the
Taliban, then the US. wll bonb the country (of seventy-five
mllion people) "back into the stone age;" and, perfectly nornal
friends of mne sit at dinner parties proposing to "nuke" either
all Palestinians, all Iraqgis or all the people of the next country
that is the origin of a second attack on America (quite likely
Paki st an agai n).

Iran's president talks of "wiping Israel off the map" and North
Korea's |eader becone capable of identifying bigger targets. The
devel oped countries focus on sanctions against Iran and North
Korea, forgetting that Japan attacked Pearl Harbor (launching the
Western front of Wrld War 11) when it was cut off from oil
suppl i es from Chi na.



Senat or Joseph Biden says we are already in Wrld War 111; and the
Bush admnistration certainly acts as if we are by calling its
enemes "evil" and refusing to speak to them King Abdullah Il of
Jordan when asked if there is a “civil war” in Irag, answers that
there are three inmmnent civil wars in the Mddle-East, two of
which nore threatening than Iraq in Lebanon and |srael -Pal estine.

(2) The spread of crine. There is violent crime and commercia
crime. Let us examine violent crime first.

Unli ke years past, you cannot kill all of your enemes; when you
kill terrorist |eaders, innunerable ones cone forward to take
their place. The U S. learns that |esson and retreats froma “war
on terror;” and the topic becones too clear in Lebanon and Russia
where mnority |leaders are assassinated by the majority. Fragile
denocraci es such as N geria devolve into chaos.

In the 21st Century traditional acts of good faith can backfire.
The attenpt to bring freedom and free-market capitalismto nost of
lraq's twenty-five mllion bel eaguered people becones too big a
task; and stopping a genocide in the Sudan al so proves inpossible,
regardl ess of broad world support for action. Chaos in Iraq allows
insurgent and terrorist groups to raise up to $200 mllion a year
from snuggling oil, kidnapping rich lIragis or foreigners and other
illegal activities wth the conplicity of Ilraqgi governnent
officials — nonies that can even fund terrorist activities abroad.

There are a |lot of displaced people in the world and they never

give up on their "right-to-return:" Cubans, Pal estinians, Cypriots
(G eek and Turkish), even native Anmerican Indians (but they wll

settle for a casino). Wen there is a switch in power, the victors
want to wipe out their former oppressors, as in Yugoslavia and
Rwanda; in lraq the Shiites will forsake peace and prosperity to
get revenge against the Sunnis who ruled them under Saddam
Hussein; and, the genocide in Darfur is a function of herders
needing to get rid of farners as the desert noves south in the
Sudan.

The nost powerful country in the world has as nuch chance of
defl ecting nucl ear weapons prograns in other countries as parents
trying to contain unruly toddlers in a restaurant before the food
cones; nor can the U S. stop the spread of anti-Anmerican, populi st
governnents in South Anerica. The US. can barely contain
guerrilla-type crimnality at honme, where there are 830,000
menbers of gangs inside their ghettos in big US. cities, killing
over five hundred people in one year in Los Angeles alone
(thankfully, nostly thensel ves).

d obal sectarian crime ought to be declining because there is
gl obal disdain for extremsts everywhere, but the raw power of the
mnority of extrem sts grows where poverty exists. Hand guns have
caused far nore deaths than all other weapons used in wars; 269
mllion people died in the Twenty-first Century at the hands of



their own |eaders, nore than died in wars; forty-five countries
are still controlled by tyrannical |eaders; and, devel oped
countries left 5-7 mllion land mnes in Afghanistan, there are
reputedly 1 mllion unexpl oded bonbs in Lebanon and one in every
two hundred and ninety people in Canbodia have lost a linb to |and
m nes.

The internet stops crines as described below, but it can also

provide wuseful information to crimnals; even how to build an
atom c bonb and get started on a nuclear one on a U S. website of
captured Iraqi secrets (only recently <closed down). Child

predators have found their catch through the internet and who can
calculate the harm done by websites that reveal persona
information about the girls in a high school class.

Wiite collar crinme, especially political crine, is a pernicious
exanple of a frayed noral fabric of society. Wiy does the U S
Congress still put up with |obbyists witing their |egislation for
"earmarks" in budget authorizations that are "pork," and those
| egislators then be rewarded with entertainnent and political
contributions?

How bad is the corruption problen? You do not have to go the heart
of Africa when right at home in New York State, a new, disturbing
book by a former nenber of that |egislature conplains that issues
do not conme to the floor because they are decided in a roomby the
governor, the speaker and the chairman of the majority party. The
el ected |l egislators show up for |ess than one hour (sonetines just
fifteen mnutes) at sixty legislative sessions a year, welding
far | ess power than the | obbyists who as a group in New York State
earn over one hundred fifty mllion dollars a year, up from just
forty-five mllion a few years ago. A witer in the Republican-
skewed New York Post wites, near the end of Republican governor
Pataki's twelve years in office: "The governor's office has been
nore |ike a Byzantine bazaar -- where everything is for sale --
than a center for good governnment and honest decision naking."

The present corruption cases fromthe U S to Taiwan, fromthe New
York State Conptroller's office to the halls of Tyco
International, have a common thread: nen |avishing |uxuries on
their wonen with ill-gotten noney. The conptroller's ads before
the 2006 elections confessed: "My wife Carol led ne to do a dunb
thing." Society would be mnmuch better off if these |eaders would
learn a few jokes, take sone dance |essons and pop a few Viagra
t abl et s.

More seriously we need to get to the root causes of corruption and
devel op both obvious and novel solutions at hone and abroad. The
U S. cannot sweep its corruption under the table; this Fall
Transparency International, the anti-corruption watch-dog, said
that "the U S. has suffered a 'significant worsening” in its
perceived levels of corruption followwng a series of business
scandal s and increasing worries over political party funding."



(3) The plight of the severely disadvantaged. Extrene poverty
today is huge with three billion people living on less than two
dollars per day; one mllion on less than one dollar a day,
without electricity or <clean drinking water; thirty-thousand
children dying each day of famne or preventable disease; and,
nine hundred mllion young people in Arab countries entering the
work force in the next twenty years facing only three hundred
mllion jobs.

For mllions of years people in such dire straits have taken up
arnms to grab resources fromothers. Karl Marx said it is a matter
of calorie intake; on Iess than one hundred calories a day, we all
consi der anar chy.

(4) The rich-poor dichotony. Even in the United States, the
richest country of the world, forty-six mllion people |lack health
insurance and thirty-six mllion live below the poverty line; the
gap between rich and poor widens as the mddle class suffers from
what The New York Times calls "the crushing conbination of
escal ating real estate prices and |argely stagnant incones;" and,
when wages do increase, the Federal Reserve Board shouts
"inflation," raises interest rates and |lowers the noney supply
which curtails economc growh and puts mllions of people out of
wor k here and abroad.

(5) The earth's plight. The |eading environmental scientist says
that the earth has not been this hot in one mllion years; others
predict that in only twenty years there will be insufficient clean
water for half of the earth's inhabitants; a recent study warns
not to count on eating fish after 2048 -- there won't be any; and,
if some predictions hold true, Min Street wll be waterfront
property before the end of the century.

The Age of Enlightennment: The Five Positives

The "Age of Enlightennent” that is currently flourishing in our
culture may be the antidote to global disaster, as denonstrated by
the foll ow ng:

1. National and global awareness. Until recently gl oba

poverty, nuclear proliferation and genoci des never nade the front
pages of even the nost |iberal newspapers or evening news shows.

Now, the press covers global <crises on a regular basis,

entertai nnent conpani es nake feature novies about human needs and
docunentaries on these subjects proliferate, especially at film
festivals.

Bill dinton says he frequently regrets not allow ng peacekeepers
to stop the genocide in Rnanda in the md-1990s; but ny nightnmares
cone from nenories of papers like The New York Tinmes urging

Cdinton not to intercede in Bosnial/ Kosovo and Rwanda. Contrast
that mlieu with today's television advertisenents and daily full-
page advertisenments urging Arericans to wite President Bush to
stop the genocide in Darfur



Save-the-world conferences abound, including dinton's d oba
Initiative, Jane \ales’ d obal Phi | ant hropy  Forum soci a
entrepreneurship conferences held at Oxford's Skoll Center and
Schwab gat herings and Interdependence Days held in Philadel phia,
Rome, Paris and Mrocco in successive years. |In January of 2001 |
held the first dobal Goals goal-stormng conference for the
purpose of identifying world crises and developing innovative
sol uti ons.

Congress displays a global awareness by donating billions of
dollars to help those dying of comunicable diseases in Africa,
passes |laws that prohibit the international novenent of children
for illegal purposes, and gives financial support to wonen
refugees in Africa.

Awar eness has also translated into philanthropic activism called
by sonme "philanthropreneurs.” There is no greater exanple of
enlightenment than the thoughtful nmunificence of philanthropists
such as dinton, Ted Turner, Jimy Carter, Warren Buffet and Bono;
and the Koch brothers, Charles and David, whose chaired professors
won Nobel peace prizes in chemstry and economcs in the sane
year. Cinton's second dobal Initiative in Septenber 2006
program attracted one thousand attendees, nost paying $15, 000 and
together commtting over 7 billion dollars to cure the crises of
poverty, di sease, envi r onnent al concerns and religious
i nt ol erance.

Meritocracy in education is pushed by educational philanthropists
in the US. and England, who fund very good students who cannot
afford the best education; a book is published that reveals Ivy
League school's wunfair admssion of "legacies,"” causing these
universities to drop their early adm ssion practices which favor
the applicants from wealthy famlies; charter schools and
commercial managenent conpanies like the Edison Project put
pressure on nunicipal school boards to do better; and the federa
governnment is sufficiently concerned to pass legislation called
"No Child Left Behind."

Furthernore, giving now cones not just from the wealthy and
powerful but also from people of average neans. In the appeal
after the Tsunam, half of the noney was raised from ordinary
citizens -- 1.1 mllion of them

In the 21st Century not-for-profits nake noney to support
t hensel ves, and charities focus on giving to such sustainable
organi zations, a nerger of business principles and altruismcalled
venture philanthropy or social entrepreneurship. |If Anmericans
could receive a tax deduction for donations to foreign non-profits
and/ or were accorded larger deductions for grants to the needy
wherever, conpared to grants to the arts, a lot of good would be
acconpl i shed.

2. National and global bi-partisanship. In 2003, | wote that




"politics are dead!™ and cited several political "independents"”
such as Ross Perot, Jesse Ventura and M chael BlIoonberg who won
the New York City mayor ship as a Republican in heavily Denocrat
territory with the slogan: "A | eader, Not a Politician."

| also nmade a prediction then: "By the year 2010, if not sooner,
people wll be enbarrassed to admt that they "belong to a
political party."” | appear to be on schedule as the 2006 el ection
features a news headline about the senate contest in Connecticut
stating, "Lieberman and Lanont Conpete for the Bipartisan Mantle."

It was in 1975 that the futurist FM 2030 wote that we should be
"Upw ngers." Today, nore of us today belong to no political party
-- we are neither left-wing, nor right-wing; we believe in
reaching rational, unfettered conclusions to what needs to be
done, upwi nging to a fundanmental enlightennent.

One poll in Septenber 2006 recorded eighty-one percent of
Arericans willing to vote for an independent for president and
anot her reporting that seventy percent of all nenbers of political
parties in Connecticut would like to see their party "conprom se"
wi th the opposing party.

People realize that we would all be better off if limtations were
put on the $2.4 billion |obbying industry. Buying politicians,
even in devel oped countries, may fuel an apocal ypse nore than any
ot her factor. For exanple, we have not protected our |ethal gas
facilities to accompdate the conpanies that own them and to
protect the jobs of the | obbyists.

Many of our political, polarized responses to issues have been
very harnful to national and global progress but in the Age of
Enl i ghtennment there i s progress:

(a) What better exanple of Twenty-first Century enlightennent than
Jesse Helns, the conservative U'S. senator from North Carolina,
retiring and devoting hinself to helping HV-Aids victins in
Africa.

(b) Transparency has always been the truth's nost potent tool,
made even nore so by the power of the internet to collect
information. It was alnost one hundred years ago when Suprene
Court Justice Benjamn Cardozo wote, "Sunshine is the best
disinfectant; the street l|ight the best policeman.” If only
Brandei s had been here for the internet where, for exanple, people
that are abused in third-world countries and elsewhere can be
hear d.

(c) Recent bills in Congress provide inportant hope wth one
requiring the House of Representatives to disclose "special
interest"” additions to funding bills; while another would require
i nternet disclosure when federal officials neet with | obbyists.

(d) Political appointnments in Washington will be based nore on a



neritocracy after witnessing the ineptitude of FEMA's director in
handling the aftermath of hurricane Katrina -- he was an ill-
prepared friend of a friend of the President. Also as a result of
Katrina and the failure of the federal governnent to build a
safety system around New Oleans, Congress cancelled a $2.5
mllion bridge to a renote island in Al aska.

Li kewise, the revelation in Bob Wodward's new book that
Condol eezza Rice ignored warnings about 9/11 was not surprising
she was hardly prepared to be Director of National Security -- her
last non-political appointnent had been as provost of a
university. It is likely that such high-1evel appointnments will no
| onger be political, starting with our U S. anbassador shi ps.

(e) The Sarbanes-Oxl ey 2002 |egislation was a catch-up by Congress
for its general disregard of corporate m sdeeds. The ability of
Congress to produce such a prodigious seventy-eight page act in
six weeks lead this witer, a former SEC | awyer, to rem nd readers
of a metaphor used by the English essayist Samuel Johnson: "It is
like a dog walking on its hind legs. It is not done well; but you
are surprised to find it done at all."

Soon we may find conpeting slates of candidates for boards of
directors of publicly-held conpanies, finally bringing denocracy
to Anerican capitalismin corporate el ections.

(f) Corruption in third-world countries is no | onger an excuse for
not giving aid. There are many solutions such as the special fund
from oil sales created for the poor in Chad; the dinton-Blair
(and Bono) debt relief program that puts the proceeds aside for
heal th and education; the appointnent of a special auditor as in
Pal estine that convinced the IMF to continue its paynents; and

even converting the dishonest government officials into sales
representatives and brokers for the foreign conmpanies that were
bribing them (fully-discl osed).

Just this Fall, the Bush admnistration introduced a National
Strategy to Internationalize Efforts Against Kl eptocracy, an
initiative ained at preventing public graft worldw de by, anong
ot her things, denying corrupt |eaders access to the United States
financial system

(g) Environmentalists are reversing positions in which their own
knee-jerk positions were harnful to the very poor. They had
opposed nucl ear energy for electricity; DDT to fight malaria; and,
genetically-altered crops to feed the starving in desperately poor
countries. | still contend that if you are going to block drilling
in the Canadian w |l derness to protect the caribou you ought to be
a vegetarian to be consistent.

(h) Nanci Pelosi's acceptance speech on Novenber 8, 2006, features
the statenment: "Denocrats promse to work with Republicans in a
bi -partnership way.” But by the end of Novenber there is concern
that “business” in Washington nmay not change from the headli ne:
“I'n New Congress, Pork May Linger: A Passion for Pet Projects Cuts



Across Party Lines.”

(i) Senator Brownback, a Republican, wants to breath new life into
the term *“conpassionate conservative” by holding bi-partisan
conferences on poverty and AIDS in Africa and prison reform He
points out that two-thirds of all prisoners wll return after
being released. This recidivism is reduced to ten percent when
there are faith-based prison experiences, which appeals to this
witer who i s an agnostic.

In sum in this "Age of Enlightennment,” peoples' thinking is
becom ng nore flexible, open to new ideas rather than knee-jerk
reactions.

3. Entrepreneurship and cooperation. The U N has set a goal of
maki ng entrepreneurship available to every person on earth. Over
one hundred mllion people, nostly very poor wonen, have received
m cro-1oans worl d-w de, nostly to wonen in underdevel oped
countries and generally under $1,000 dollars each. Sone private
funds provide mcro-loans and return a profit to their investors.

Peruvian egalitarian econom st, Hernando De Soto, witing shortly
after 9/11, said that the way to stop terrorismis to provide the
needy of the world with the capital to be entrepreneurs through
nortgaging the real estate on which they reside, often owned by
the state. This would unleash $9 trillion of borrow ng power.

Cooper ati on anong governnments and between governnent and busi ness
is required to neet the goals of the Twenty-first Century. That is
why M chael M1l ken establishes FasterCures, a non-profit
organi zation whose mssion is to support the exchange of all
nmedi cal research with the goal of eradicating all diseases, such
as cancer, in fifteen years, not twenty-five as presently
pr oj ect ed.

Simlarly, I1BM recently agreed to put all their patents on the
internet for the benefit of scientists around the world. Bravol!

Busi nesses are cooperating wth NG -- non- gover nnent al
organi zations -- donating their infrastructure, assets Iike
buil dings and conputers and people wth know edge that could
change the lives of the needy. Sone of the best save-the-world
non-profits take donations of used or out-dated goods, nedicines
and even food, for distribution to the poor, such as Americares
and Direct Relief, and another organization takes donations of
"used" surgical supplies about to be thrown out.

A grow ng nunber of conpanies share their intellectual capital
with the poor, such as General Electric which sends its engineers
to schools to teach science; the giant global oil driller,
Schl unberger, that helps villages in Asia and Africa to drill for
water and to inprove education in third world countries where they
have facilities; and, Habitat for Humanity, which forns alliances
wi th businesses to have enployees build hones for the poor while



al so aiding the conpany in building teamwork and camaraderi e.

A popul ar book today is "The Triple Bottom Line" about the many
conpanies that focus on nore than their financial bottomIline --
on the economc, social and environnental inpact of their actions.
Conpanies are finding that these are w n-win-win approaches to
busi ness: for exanple, using solar energy lowers the cost of
energy, pleases custoners and wi ns praise from"nei ghbors."

In the 1970s there was the "social audit;" but when the econony
turned sour, conpanies began to focus on staying alive and, when
they recovered in the 1980s and 1990s, they were awe struck by the
ease of making noney, or least receiving it from investors, so
they forgot to think about other constituents in society. This
time with a possible apocal ypse on the horizon from environnenta

and other causes, conpanies will not be turning back from doing
good deeds.
Years ago | told the drug conpanies that they were quasi-

utilities, that their sustainability was dependent on their
willingness to sustain human life, regardless of their profit
objective. Recently they have agreed to nmake drugs available to
the poor in the U S and abroad and to reduce their sales forces
which can do nore harm than good for society. Now they nust
prepare to fight a likely congressional effort to control drug
prices.

4. Pro-active governnents.

There are certain changes that only governments can achieve. In
our Age of Enlightenment governnments need to be pro-active, as
when they ban snoking in public places. New York Gty's snoking-
ban at ny work place probably saved years of ny life.

W warn about toxins nore than ever today. If you live in a big
city like New York, you have been fairly warned that the air is so
pol luted, breathing it is like snoking a pack of cigarettes a day.

In late COctober this year New York City held hearings to ban
trans-fats in food and put calorie-counts and other nutritional
information on nenu boards in restaurants; and in France the
governnent is considering banning snoking in public places. Now
you can nove to the city that is trying to keep you alive the
| ongest.

When Howard Stern threatened to run for New York State governor he
had three platforns, one of which focused on the billions of
dollars in time lost by commuters waiting in traffic, estinmated at
$34 billion a year. Stern would ban all roadwork during the day. |
add to that the cost-benefit of having traffic cops noving cars
along -- which you sel dom see even in New York City.

CGovernnents have incarcerated over 2 mllion citizens; there are
nore African-Anerican nen in jails and prisons than in college
That has to change -- we nust get better at rehabilitating and re-



training prisoners.

The U N has gone through a reorganization, and the Security
Council can bestow the U N 's peacekeepers with the power to use
force. Conbined with the recent adoption by the Security Counci
of a doctrine that allows intervention if a state fails to protect
its own citizens, the Council could nove against North Korea,
which is actively conmtting "crines against humanity" -- its own
citizens -- through starvation and incarceration. That would focus
the U N on humanitarian relief rather those sanctions not ained
at the proliferation of nuclear weapons or its conponents, an
incontrovertible position if this is truly to be an "Age of
Enl i ghtennment . "

5. Prioritization. It is hard to believe that alnost all U S and
gl obal policies are set w thout cost-benefit analysis.

Several academcs, including this witer, have begun to conpute
the conplete cost and benefit of decisions, such as the invasion
of Iraq. If reginme change in Iraq had not been a U S. priority,
then the three hundred billion dollars a-year expenditure could
have been used to end all unenploynent in the US. (six mllion
people multiplied times $50,000 per vyear); even just half that
amount cures world poverty. Just a few billion dollars invested by
Israel in Palestine, as ny Gobal Goals Institute recommended in
2000, mght have brought peace, sent the Israeli stock market
t hrough the roof and saved many |ives.

Prioritizing the world's top ten global needs took place at the
first Copenhagen Consensus in 2004. Wrking off a distillation of
the UN's mllennium goals which aim at halving extrene globa
poverty by 2015, environnental concerns were voted last in
inportance as conpared to stopping conmunicable disease and
hunger. In contrast, a British group issued the Stern Report which
adopted a cost-benefit approach to environnmental concerns and
concluded that "the cost to society of failing to start blunting
gl obal warming within a decade" at $6.98 trillion.

At our dobal Goals conferences we found that the failure to
prevent the Rwandan genoci de had the greatest net |oss, about one
trillion dollars when eight hundred thousand people were hacked to
death by nmachetes in one hundred days. Bill dinton recently said
that Anerican obesity is the greatest threat to the world because
it devastates our nedical system and then our econony and, in
turn, our ability to help others; and, surprisingly, he says,
obesity is a disease not easily conquered.

Qovi ously, no-cost and very | ow cost solutions are no-brainers on
anyone's priority list and they are the ones that are the focus of
ny goal-stormng neetings. Congratulations to all who seek
rati onal deci sion-nmaki ng based on cost-benefit anal ysis.

The Age of Enlightenment: A Wsh List



W need to increase the velocity of enlightennent, devel oping and
adopti ng nore new sol uti ons:

1. A foreign policy that delivers inproved standards of living.
In short, this neans "shower dollars not bonbs."

Ri chard Hol brook, departing his post as U S. anbassador to the
U N, picked "econom c devel opnent” as the nunber one elenent of
foreign policy.

Peopl e around the world dream of the affluent American lifestyle
and yearn for a chance at capitalismto produce it. People of all
religions pray for prosperity and we, if anyone, can deliver it.

The U. S. State Departnent needs a sizable force of people with a
know edge of Dbusiness, from new MBAs to seasoned venture
capitalists. A great source of global entrepreneurs for governnent
service are those multi-mllionaires who remain at hedge funds and
investnment funds and private equity firns long after they could
spend any new noney they nmade. Qit, | say to them the world
needs you el sewhere; you are superfluous where you are!

| nvestment dollars mght have gotten Pal estinian |eader Arafat to
accept dinton's |ast peace proposal; and an offer to Iraq for
Saddam s resignation should have been nade before the invasion,
however futile. Bill dinton suggests hel ping North Korea convert
its arnms manufacturing industry to sonething else that the world
needs, and provi ding assistance with nodern agri-tech.

Econom ¢ sanctions on another country are antithetical to economc
devel opnent and uncover our lingering racism Former Secretary of
State Madel eine Al bright was asked if the sanctions agai nst Saddam
Hussein, estimated to have caused the death of 500,000 Iraqi
children, was worth it. She said it was; then a few years |ater
said maybe it was not.

Many disputes characterized as religious are, in reality,
econom C. For exanple, about eighty percent of Israelis are
secul arists, hardly ever going to a synagogue and always wary of
their country's mnority of orthodox extrem sts.

dinton has said religion is a "cover;" "people seek politics,
power and resources.” My sentinents conpletely.

Today is a time of gr eat scientific advancenent and
sustainability, of amazing nedical discoveries and potential
econom ¢ abundance. Wen Shinon Perez, Deputy Prinme Mnister of
|srael, is asked if peace will be reached in the mddl e-east he
says it wll as a result of nanotechnology, which wll nmake
technol ogy so nuch cheaper, and faster and nore prevalent that we
wi |l all experience an econom c expansi on.

2. A noral reformation. President Bush was doing well when he
made a point of calling Islama religion of peace after 9/11; but




then he began condemming their extremsts and started nam ng
"evil"™ countries. Bush should take note of how he feels when
called a "Christian extremst"” or "evil." I nstead, he should
enphasi ze raising the standards of living of every human bei ng.

| was anxious for Saddam Hussein, as evil a man who has ever
lived, to be renoved; but the U S should have shown nore renorse
for the loss of innocent life in achieving his overthrow Bonbing
civilians in Iraqg was called "shock and awe;" how could we have
stood that on our soil? Wy was | one of the few people to cal
the Wall street celebration at the end of Desert Storma vulgarity
because we killed 250,000 poor Iraqgis sent to the front lines by a
madman?

W need |eadership to break our inplicit racism our chauvinism
our ethnocentrism our lack of enpathy. W have to stop hating

other people -- in ny five decade-plus lifetine Americans have
been taught to hate Gernans, Japanese, Chinese, North Koreans,
Russi ans, Puerto Ricans and now all 1.2 billion Mislins.

So much good could be achieved if religions led the parishioners
in prayers for others, as well as for thenselves, and got ahead of
the curve of social change; instead of lagging as they did in
opposing the Vietnam \War, discrimnation against woren,
mnorities, the disabled or any group other than thensel ves.

The nost religiously observant of us should be agai nst possession
of guns and mlitary confrontations since the bible talks of
gi ving your eneny food and drink and overcom ng evil w th good.

Presi dent Kennedy backed off from supporting the invasion of Cuba,
sayi ng "Americans shooting Cubans -- No!" W brush off the killing
of lragis as if they were strawren at an amnusenent park, the
nunber killed in Iraq estimated to be sonmewhere between 35,000 and
650, 000, depending on whom you believe. Kennedy also said that
world peace neans peace for all; when we talk of peace we only
nmean peace in the U S

Next we need universal adoption of a noral duty to help the poor
respect children, pronote  wonen, appreciate enployees and
rehabilitate prisoners. Wy lunp these groups? They tend to be
subordinates -- treating themwell is at no or |ow cost, but nakes
a world of difference to themand, in turn, to society. Wen the
father is pushed around at work, he retaliates against his wfe,
who then takes it out on the kids -- a vicious cycle which needs
to stop at the source. Joseph WIson, the founder of Xerox, grew
the conpany to 100, 000 enpl oyees without firing anyone, he | ust
noved themto different jobs, realizing that firing sonmeone should
be avoided at all costs because of the hurt that it inflicts.
Over 50% of Americans have worked for a bully; not surprising
since over 80% of all high school students report having been
harassed or bullied in grade school.

An enlightened person is repelled by materialism on a canmpus such



students realize that excessive partying is vulgar at a tinme when
the gap between rich and poor children is so great. Parents are
responsible for their children's values as much as they m ght
conderm them -- it is their responsibility to teach their children
about how the rest of the world is living -- a good dinner table
subj ect .

In devel oped countries people have the luxury of focusing on
t hensel ves, finding thenselves, finding their astrol ogical signs,
finding connectivity, etc. Msticismis a sacrilege if your are
religious, an absurdity if you are a rationalist. That does not
mean that we should not count our bl essings every day, as | do, so
that days do not neld into days and appreciation becone a nere
recollection; but, if | believed that a ghost noved the furniture
in nmy neighbor's hone, | would not be part of the Age of
Enlightenment that | observe. From a global perspective we need
psychol ogi sts who can mnister to the many hundreds of mllions of
children and others who have been traumatized by unfathonmable
abuses in undevel oped countries, nore than “shrinks” who are paid
to listen to the well-off conplaining of broken narriages and
fathers who played too nmuch golf in their formative years.

3. Sel f-policing nmechani snms: "social conpacts"” and onbudsnen. In
Europe it is quite comon to have students as early as
ki ndergarten set their own rules for decorumincluding a mechani sm
for enforcenent. Since eighty-one percent of all high school
students report harassnment from fellow students in grade school
this is a no-cost solution to a problem that can cause |asting
scars.

Approximately one-third of all high school students engage in
charitable work, and their grades are higher than those who do
not, even thought they have to nake up the tine they |ose from
performng charity work to study.

Howard Dean m sses an opportunity when he does not rem nd people
of his great success in Vernont where social workers visit poor
famlies after the birth of a baby to see if help is needed.
Child-raising study ought to be a requirenent for getting a
marriage license if the couple is of child-bearing age.

Every organi zation ought to be required to have an onbudsman to
listen to conplaints and try to resolve disputes. This includes
large and snall busi nesses and non-profits, such as a
condom ni uns; every place where people interact in a significant
way. An onbudsman brings the beauty of justice to every day
activities and averts one person's apocal ypse. Al so, the cost
i nvol ved in having onbudsnen is justified for a practical reason -
- the Anmerican |legal systemis unavailable to nost Americans due
to the cost of litigation.

Wi stl e-bl owers need a safe place to deliver their nessages -- the
onbudsman. It canme a little late in Congress but Capital H Il
pages now have an onbudsman



W need to foster enpathy. Power and noney still corrupt, as do
having peers with poor values. Societies regress when dishonesty
pays. W have the power to hurt each other when our aninal
instincts over-run our noral principles, when we do not care if we
bring great distress to others.

4. Dynamc Economc Solutions. W need to treat people as
people, not as statistics. A an Geenspan used to say that an
increase in unenploynment was good for the U S econony because it
kept down inflation -- other U 'S. Federal Reserve policy-makers
have agreed. As long as they are not one of the statistics, they
do not care.

The dobal Goals Institute opposed the Fed' s interest rate
increases in 2001, predicting that it would result in a recession
-- which it did. It is a shame because it results from m staken

notions about inflation -- which is exaggerated in inportance (and
often overstated) -- and productivity gains that are clearly
understated, as any person who lived in pre-conputer, and

especially pre-internet, tines can attest. It is inconprehensible
to me that we cannot afford full-steamahead for the econony when
the internet has created so nmuch price conpetition and conputers
So increased our productivity.

Qur nunber one econom c concern should be to foster innovation. W
are in nore than a high-tech era; it is a hyper-tech era where
scientific discovery advances wth a tipping point fever
especially through the sharing of know edge on the internet.

W need to increase global wealth as mnuch as possible and
innovation in science and business is the ticket to that
destination. Schools must teach innovation, businesses foster it
and governnents reward it.

The great equalizer, stock options, which nade mllions of
enpl oyees al so owners of the conpany they work for, should not be
cl osed down by a wi cked conbination of their boss's excesses, new
accounting policies mstakenly requiring "expensing" of this
proprietary stake in a conpany; and a financial press which
| argely does not understand this issue. Stock options are viewed
as inportant incentives in China.

5. Fut uri sm Sophi sti cat ed deci si on- maki ng begi ns with
assessnents of the future. Since 1970 there has been a discipline
known as futurismbut few in governnment have enployed it.

Alvin Toffler, author of "Future Shock," was the first futurist
with a popular following. Seldom have our political |eaders
consulted their thinking; Toffler's friendship with House | eader
Newt G ngrich being the exception that proves the rule.

Too nmuch thinking is based on the past. | have been disposed to
ook to the future. In 1990, | predicted that the nations of the



world would come together to fight the new threat: terrorism
Unfortunately they did not until it was too late. In ny reaction
to 9/11, | wote that a greater concern for the poor of the world
m ght have provided information that would have warned us of the
attack on Anmerica.

| also predicted the "immortality novenent" in that sane 1990
article; but actually | saw the future back in the 1960s, which
was confirnmed by Robert Ettinger's "The Prospect of Immortality.”
Many people now believe that if you live for another twenty years
you mght make it another twenty, and then another twenty, and
eventually everything will be known about your body and you wll
experience physical imortality.

Futurismis a function of extrapolation -- anticipating the future
by understandi ng and extending incipient trends. FM 2030 predicted
in his 1969 book Optimsm One that we would be working from home
connected to conputers, and in his 1975 book Tel espheres he said
we woul d be doing nuch of our business in this manner; and we both
predicted the biotech revolution forty years ago.

M/ colleague at The dobal Goals Institute, Dr. Christian Kling

has recommended a course for federal officials on various topics
needed for decision-making before taking office. W should all

have been able to attend schools that taught the present and how
to extrapolate the future, not just teaching the past, the far
past, for the past's sake. How about reversing the chronol ogica

order of study, from the present to the past; and if the civics
class does not nake it back to the caveman by summer break, too
bad!

There may be hope for Washington now as the new Denocratic party
majority |leader, Senator Harry Reid, vows: "the country nust run
on a visionary basis; not where we were."

Concl usi on:

In the end, innovative solutions to the world' s chall enges may get
us to the Twenty-second Century. In just the early Fall of 2006
many good works w th enornous benefit have been announced in areas
we have identified above:

1. Activist philanthropy: (a) After giving away 85% of his wealth
($31 billion) earlier in the year to the Bill and Mlinda Gates
foundati on because he believes they can best prioritize world
needs, Warren Buffet donated $50 million to a uranium "fuel bank"
whi ch nmakes uranium available to countries for their electricity
needs, so that they will not have to devel op uraniumthat could be
used in nuclear weapons; (b) Paul Alen, Larry King and other
busi ness people and entertainnent figures have put up a $10
mllion prize for the group that finds the fastest way to code our
genes; (c)the U.S. non-profit organization, One Laptop Per Child,
arranged to deliver their inexpensive, educational laptop to all
1.2 mllion children in Libya by 2008 -- eventually the $100




conputer can be in the hands of every child everywhere; (4) Bono
and Rob Schriver had a massive public relations, advertising and
distribution launch of "product red" clothing, credit cards and
other itenms, with the proceeds going to pay drugs for suffers in
Africa at dinton-negotiated discount prices; and, (5 The Wwall
Street Journal reported that mnmany philanthropists are view ng
world hunger as a nore imediately conpelling recipient of their
gifts than the arts.

2. Entrepreneurship: (a) Mhamed Yunus won the Nobel Peace Prize
for devel oping the concept of mcro-loans and he wote in The Wl

Street Journal that the victins of the Katrina hurricane should be
provided with mcro-loans, pointing out that it is easier to get
that entrepreneurial help in Bangl adesh than in the U S.; and, (b)
Charles R ver Ventures becane the first large venture capital firm
to offer loans to small business entrepreneurs, reversing a trend
of v/ic firms engaging in only large private equity transactions.

3. Environnental concerns: (a) The U S. Environnmental Protection
Agency did cost-benefit analysis weighing the $1.9 billion cost to
clean small particles fromthe air against 24,000 |ives saved and
as much as a $50 billion annual cost savings in health and rel ated
costs; (b) new rules went into effect that cut 97% of em ssions
fromdiesel oil for cars; and, (c) China released the results of a
two-year "green accounting" study showing that sonething nust be
done about its pollution, the cost of which could cut China's
econom c growh from10%to 7%

4. Positive foreign policies: There is new evidence that George W
Bush may try diplomacy in the last two years of his presidency.

Advi sor Janes Baker |Il says he believes "in talking to your
enem es" and The Wall Street Journal ran an op-ed piece calling
for an enbassy in every country, even those of our enemes. | can

envi sion the president sending Baker or Rice to one of the "evil"
countries, the way Henry Kissinger paved the way for R chard N xon
to go to China. Then the president will be using the folksy

forthright charmthat won himthe office in the first place and he
may cone to heed the advice of another Republican, Abraham
Li ncol n, who when asked after becom ng president what he would do
about his enemes, answered: "I am going to destroy them | wll

make themny friends.” Alternatively, he can think of John Kennedy
who said, "W nust never negotiate out of fear; nor fear to
negoti ate."

5. Moral behavior: Colleges are reported to have established
decorum guidelines for their athletes in the aftermath of the Duke
| acrosse partying experience, which ought to be extended to al
students. In Washington D.C the National Menorial Hol ocaust Miuseum
projects on its building’ s outside walls grimpictures from Darfur
to help nuster support for action to stop the genocide, a tragedy
sone of the museunis supporters would have said were far different
fromthe one depicted inside the building.




My survey of the nation and world arrives at two major inperatives
beyond the fantastic progress already being nade in the Age of
Enl i ght ennment :

1. Increase global wealth. Mney cures alnost all ills; while
the absence of noney is a precursor of disaster. According to
Jeffrey Sachs of Colunbia University extrene poverty is only a
$150 billion dollar a year problem Dropping all agricultural
subsidies would have that effect, but it has been rejected and
there is no evidence that the world will provide that degree of
aid. If North Korea had the infrastructure to nake flat screen
televisions instead of weapons it would. W need to take gl obal
wealth to a new level and find a global constituency for ending
gl obal agricul tural subsidies.

There is a correlation between a country's econom c prosperity and
its adoption of the "rule of law, " its educational system and the
availability of capital, especially for innovation. Goups Iike
the Aub of Madrid bring present world |eaders together to focus
on inmproving all these issues.

Wiile the world waits for adoption of Hernando De Soto's idea of
giving property rights to the poor, conpanies could nmake their
infrastructure of real estate and conputers available for use in
the evenings for instruction and other applications.

CGovernnents need to encourage free-market solutions, the best
source for global change because they are no-cost, sustainable and
dynamc: (a) | recomended years ago that the world-w de water
shortage can best be attacked by a consortium of private conpanies
t hat develop distillation equipnent because international
organi zations neither have the ability to pay the ten billion
dollar a year tab or the clout to get nations to ante-up; (b)
Solar energy and ethanol are two great exanples of wn-win-wn
free-market solutions to global crises; and (c) Intel and other
technology firnms bring conputers and the internet to rural health
clinics and schools in China, India and underdevel oped countries
to do good and al so for "wooing the next billion custoners.™

A new breed of government "investnent bankers”™ need to devel op
better financial tools to fight global poverty, such as debt
instruments with protection for the country if the econony does
not perform but "equity kickers" if it does; mcro-|lending funds
that provide a decent return to investors, such as the O-chard
Fund of Basal, Swi tzerland; and, "social responsible" funds which
gi ve higher valuations to firns that "do good."

The world is clearly interconnected, interdependent and in Tom
Fri edman's vernacular, "flat." Qinton has said that the world is
bei ng shaped by the two biggest developnents of our time: the
spread of denocracy and the formation of NG3s -- non-governnenta
organi zations. Mich can be acconplished by governnents, NG and
busi nesses wor ki ng toget her.



2. Prioritize and goal-storm I ndi vi dual governnents and
i nternational collaborations need to function |ike businesses with
cost-benefit analysis conducted before decisions are nade. GCoal -
storm ng opens the possible areas of chall enges and sol utions.

Coals have to include the needs of the have-nots for both nora
and practical reasons. This requires an informed and synpathetic
consti tuency.

Peopl e who have the answers mnust be |istened to, such as those who
told Condol eezza Rice about the immnent attack on America, and
Colin Powell and Pakistan President Misharraf who warned that
invading Iraqg woul d destabilize the Mddle-east. Anbassador Mark
Palmer's book on "How to Rd the Wrld of the 45 Renaining
D ctators by 2015" provides that kind of expertise.

Governnents and all organi zations cannot prioritize when they are
corrupt. Corruption is antithetical to neritocracy, denocracy and
even theocracy if that is what you want.

So, wll the "Age of Enlightennent” nollify or eradicate an
apocal ypse? Forner Russian President Mkhail Gorbachev has said
the only difference between an optimst and a pessimst is that
the optimst does sonething about the problem Since the only
path to survival that | can see is down the road to enlightennent
et us proceed. As the song goes, "Wuat use is sitting alone in
your roon cone to the cabaret.”
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